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Abstract

Boko Haram insurgency has taken a transnational dimension with its members, activities and recruitment
efforts cutting-across Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Mali. The transnational nature and activities of Boko
Haram has implications for the Nigerian state since its response in the form of co-counterterrorism
coordination with other states has the propensity to affect the sovereignty of Nigeria. Literature on Boko
Haram is repleted with the narratives of the origin, activities as well as the impact of the insurgent group on
Nigeria’s security and economy. The implication of the transnational nature of the insurgent group on
Nigeria’s sovereignty is one area that is yet to get much attention. The study therefore highlights the
implications of the transnational nature of Boko Haram insurgency on the Nigerian state sovereignty. The
study adopted the historical method employing the use of a wide range of secondary source of information.
The study revealed that the implications of transnational activities of Boko Haram on Nigeria’s sovereignty
are multifaceted because the coordinated counterterrorism efforts of affected states have led to violation
of mandates in multinational operations and influx of troops under the guise of co-combating insurgency in
Nigeria’s territories without the knowledge or approval of the Nigerian government. Furthermore, the
transnational activities of Boko haram have loosened important cultural and psychological sovereignty of
the Nigerian state because some Nigerians have acquired loyalties as well as sympathy for Boko Haram that
supplement and override feelings on national solidarity. Hence, their sympathies have manifested in the
insurgent group eroding state solvencies through the instruments of corruption and subtle co-option of state
officials. The paper recommended that the Nigerian government and other affected states should intensify
their internal counter insurgency strategy in order to bring an end to the menace as well as eradicate the
Boko Haram insurgent group.
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