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ABSTRACT 
This paper examines the crisis of democratic Governance at the Grassroots level in Nigeria.  The  conceptualises democratic governance, and then examine the ways this was captured in the 1999 constitution in respect of the local government system in the country.  Drawing examples from across the country, the paper discusses how various state governments have attempted to give content to the constitutional provisions in respect of local government financial autonomy and periodic elections. The 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria specifically provided for democratically elected local government councils throughout the country. However, in virtually all the states of the federation, this provision has been systematically violated through the arbitrary dissolution of elected local government councils by state governors and their replacement with Caretaker Councils.  Where elections are held, they fall far short of the requirements of free, fair and credible elections. Coupled with the operation of the State Joint Local Government Account, the state governments have systematically emasculated local councils, with the people at the grassroots thereby denied the tools to make their councils responsive, responsible and accountable. While certain judicial pronouncements have clearly restated the constitutional imperative of the democratic foundation of local governance, some constitutional reforms as well as increased visibility of civil society organisations at the state and grassroots level are required to restrain the arbitrary impulses of the state governments in matters relating to local government. 
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