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ABSTRACT
National integration has become a major issue in post-civil war Nigeria. Nigeria could not afford to return back to the pre-war conditions of regional, ethnic, and party conflicts and rivalry which led to the collapse of the First Republic (1960-1966) through military intervention and the civil war (1967-1970). These issues have summarily been termed the “National Question”. In the immediate post-war years (1970-1975), the military regime considered (re)integration its responsibility and set about devising variety of ways to integrate Nigeria into a more cohesive entity. This paper therefore examined the role and place of the military in the drive for national integration in post-civil war Nigeria. Focusing specifically on the period between 1970 and 1975, this paper suggests that the process of national integration in Nigeria has been largely effected and facilitated by the military in Nigeria’s politics. 




