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ABSTRACT
In recent times, the Nigerian mass media has been plagued with reported cases of sexual abuse such as rape. Some of these reported cases have shown that children and minors are increasingly becoming victims of rape and other forms of sexual abuse. Could the escalating wave of this ugly social menace be attributed to poor law enforcement or decline in our moral standards and poor state of education?
The study seeks to examine the prevalence of rape in Edo state, with reference to the causes and implications to some selected communities in Edo State, Nigeria. The study uses exploratory research design and quantitative data were collected from 300 respondents in Oredo, Egor and Ikpoba-Okha Local Government Areas of Edo State, using personally administered structured questionnaires and while qualitative data were collected from forty five participants using the in-depth interview guide. Convenient sampling method was used in selecting both the respondents and participants. Based on the findings, it was realized that rape was occasioned by the lax in the law and criminal justice, peer influence amongst other factors and its negative impact is enormous, as it affects both the individual and the society at large. Based on this, the study suggests that parents should always create special time for their children or ward, to know their friends and what they do on daily routine as well as the need for government to strengthen existing laws on child abuse and make implementation less cumbersome. 
Keyword: Child Abuse, Rape, Woman, Girl child and Trauma




