FACTORS INFLUENCING THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF FIRST YEAR ACCOUNTING STUDENTS IN NIGERIAN UNIVERSITIES


1Odia J.O., 2Odia A.A. 
1Department of Accounting 2Department of Curriculum and Instructional Technology




ABSTRACT
The objective of the paper is to determine the factors affecting academic performance of first year accounting students in Nigeria. The population includes all year one full time and part-time accounting students in Nigerian universities. The sample size was made up of 97 accounting (full-time and part-time) students of the University of Benin, Benin City. The paper employed correlation and regression analyses to establish the relationship and association between students’ entrance points, parents’ social economic status, past school background and academic performance of first year accounting students in Nigeria. The findings revealed that there is a significant relationship between parents’ social economic status, past school background and academic performance of first year accounting students. However, there was no significant relationship between the students’ academic performance and their entry points.The paper concludes that parents’ social economic status is important because parents provide high levels of psychological support for their children through the provision of enabling environments that encourage the development of skills necessary for success at school. Moreover, the location, ownership and academic and financial status of former schools influence the academic performance of first year accounting students. Therefore the paper recommends the need for government and the university management to put in place financial support  for students from slow SES and plan tutorials to brush up students from disadvantaged past schools to enhance their academic performance.
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