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ABSTRACT
Nigeria operates pseudo federalism where the three tiers of government are theoretically acclaimed independent and co-ordinate, but in practice they are not. Against this background, this paper specifically examines the Nigerian local government administration within the country’s federal structure. To adequately achieve this, the paper interrogates the salient issues bothering on federalism and local government administration in Nigeria, including; the evolution of modern local government administration system in Nigeria, the 1976 local government reforms, the 1988 local government reforms, the justification for the local government in Nigeria’s federal structure, the statutory position and nature of the functions of local government in Nigeria, local government finance and autonomy in Nigeria; federal, state and local governments relations in Nigeria; and fiscal federalism - formula for revenue allocation and resource control in Nigeria. In the whole, the paper finds that local government administration in Nigeria suffers from a myriad of problems in the country’s federal system. Despite the various reforms and constitutional provisions to guarantee its existence and survival, the government at the grassroots remains susceptible to a plethora of manipulations. This inhibits its capacity for immense and impressive contribution to the development of the country. To this end the paper concludes that the system of local government in Nigeria needs to be adequately strengthened and revamped. In view of this, the paper thus recommends effective strategies for repositioning the local government in order to enable it actualize the basic rationale for its continuing existence in the Nigerian federal structure. In doing this, this paper employs the Institutional Theory as framework of analysis. It relies heavily on data from secondary sources. Essentially, the secondary data were sourced from relevant books, related journal articles, government publications and extant local government documents. The data collected were qualitatively analyzed using the descriptive analytical method of qualitative reporting and critical argument in order to achieve the primary objective of the study.    
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