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ABSTRACT
An attempt is herewith made at examining the contending dynamics shaping the causal relationship between the phenomenon of globalization and global terrorism in a rapidly evolving ‘New International Order’ (NIO). The paper is driven by the assumption that globalization is largely responsible for shaping global insecurity as the terrorists’ strategy increasingly becomes dangerous in its perfection of infamy. Terrorism thrives in acts that border on cannibalism and barbarity in the effort to manufacture fear, its greatest weapon. Terrorists kill, maim and destroy by deploying the instruments of dead; from the crudest to the most advanced weaponry in the arsenal of modern warfare. The paper thus contends that while terrorism is as old as the recorded history of human civilization, its cotemporary variant is unique in the sense that it receives sustenance from the postmodern process that goes by the nomenclature ‘globalization’. Another thrust of the argument marshaled by the paper is that anti western liberalism is largely responsible for the evolution of global terrorism and references to classical Islamic scholars that laid the foundation for this orientation are captured within the work. Furthermore, it is also argued that what we are witnessing today transcends the motivation of a terrorist group by mere ideology: it is a clash between two distinctly defined global systems-one dominant - the West, and the other anti-western – extremist Islam. Thus the recommendation that the fight against the phenomenon must be considered a top priority in the international security agenda of all the nations within the global space. To weave the argument contained herein, the document depended heavily on the qualitative method - content analysis of literary materials in the social and liberal arts traditions.




