ABSTRACT

The paper examined the level of knowledge and awareness of Muslims on Islamic banking in Nigeria.
The data was obtained through purposive sampling method using 500 structured questionnaires spread
across 5 states in Northern Nigeria which includes, Sokoto, Zamfara, Kano, Jigawa and Maiduguri states.
478 questionnaires (95.6%) were returned which were used for the analysis. The survey employed
expository method of data analysis. It was discovered that most of the respondents who were mostly
Muslims have knowledge gap on the practice of Islamic banking. Most of them thought that Islamic
banks were religious enterprises that do not accept non-Muslim customers and also have the general
notion that Islamic banks were like charity organizations making profits was not necessary. It was
recommended that the Central Bank of Nigeria, Jaiz Bank (the only Islamic bank in Nigeria), and other
Deposit Money Banks with Islamic windows should intensify public enlightenment campaign through the
mass media on what Islamic banking and finance entails.
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