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ABSTRACT

Street-begging in Nigeria has been a social malaise for decades with its attendant socio-economic, environmental and political implications and ramifications. Fundamental to the issue of the causative and detrimental factors is the level of poverty, uneven distribution of wealth and inadequate opportunities within the of society, especially in Nigeria, This paper examined the degeneration of the social and economic base of the Nigerian society to the level on impecuniousness and impoverishment, which some scholars believe in self-inflicted. The Afro-centric scholars in the past have always traced the economic doldrums Africa and Nigeria found itself from the 19th century pillaging of her resources by colonial masters and the industrialized world. This paper interrogated this assertion further and examined factors responsible for this malady fifty years after the departure of the colonialist. The role of both the conventional mass media and indigenous traditional media is explored in this paper and the ineffectual nature of its impact on the advocacy and behaviour change process. Despite the huge nature and influence of radio, television, billboards and instructional educational materials, there doesn’t seem to be a reduction in the increase of teenage child-beggars on the streets especially in the northern parts of the country. The essential overriding sociological factors of culture, religion and tradition also formed a basis of interrogation using socio-cognitive theory as framework. This allowed an analysis based on elements of human culture and relationships to a larger societal unit, as well as the prolonged effect of the dependency syndrome entrenched in developing countries by the Western World. This study determined that solutions are situated in good governance, entrepreneurship, quality education and effective use of both mass media and oral traditional media.
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