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ABSTRACT

The paper analyzed crime and insecurity in Nigeria and their implications on sustainable development. To achieve this objective, the study utilized secondary data and adopted a political economy approach based on the Marxist/Conflict Perspective as the framework of analysis. The paper posits that crime and insecurity are determined by the social relations of production in the society.  The political economy that generates social inequality, unemployment, poverty and deprivation amongst men would ultimately lead to crime and various forms of insecurity in the society.  The main argument of this paper is that crime and insecurity are aspects of class exploitation and the general structure of capitalist development. The paper concludes that it amounts to an illusion to believe that sustainable development goals can be achieved or attained in an atmosphere of crime and insecurity. The paper therefore recommends among others the redistribution of wealth, provision of infrastructures and social services such as employment, education, shelter, protective and supportive health care system sufficient to improve the standard of living of the people, insurance of social justice, good governance, rule of law, human rights to all Nigerians and fundamental change in the socio-economic structures of the society. 
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