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ABSTRACT

This paper examined millennium development goals and Nigeria’s national development and security from the perspective of the international development debate. The theoretical and historical methods were used to evaluate the data that documents the international development debate, witch sets the policy and agenda for development in emerging economies like Nigeria. The findings showed that first, the dominant views about development that set the agenda and serves as drivers in policy documents for development in Nigeria are essentially international in origin, content and context with security implications. Second, the data that documents Nigeria’s score card for the achievement of the MDGs showed that a substantial segment of those who live on less than US $1 per day are worse-off than they were when the MDGs declaration was made in 2000 with potentials for economic, social and political insecurity. This implies that relative poverty increased over the period of the declaration of MDGs in Nigeria. Thus, growing poverty, especially when accompanied with unequal access to economic, social and political opportunities is correlated to insecurity. The study recommends that Nigeria should initiate its development policy document and implementation strategy that would be amenable to the socio-cultural, political and economic environment and security needs that generated those circumstances that created the challenges of underdevelopment- poverty, unemployment, high maternal mortality, hunger, inequality, bad governance, poor education, weak infrastructure and insecurity. Value re-orientation must be pursued in order to stem the tide of corruption, bad governance and resource misallocation that precipitate insecurity.  
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