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ABSTRACT

Rapid urban economic growth and urbanization are the main culprits, which besides bringing higher standards of living have also brought high generation of waste. This research therefore, aims at analyzing the spatial distribution and perception of the risks of illegal solid waste dumpsites in Minna town, Nigeria. Administration of questionnaire, Administrative map of the study area, Global positioning system, (GPS), buffer analysis using ArcGis 10.3 was used to compute the standard distance between dumpsite and residential houses as set by the world bank (200m) and land use map were the materials and methods used for the study. Also, descriptive statistics were combined in analyzing the data. The buffer constructed showed that 77.0% of the dumpsite falls within the buffer zone, while 23.0% fell outside the buffer zone. The findings further revealed that all the 77% residents whose houses fell within the buffer zone were victims of diseases, proliferation of insects, air pollution, bad odour and dirty street, while the remaining 23% of the residents whose houses fell outside the buffer zone are also affected with air pollution, and bad smell from the dumpsites, but mainly when wind is blown in their direction. The result from the perception of the respondents showed that four (Bad odour, proliferation of insects, dirty street and air pollution) out of the nine items of risks posed by the solid waste dumps to the residence are seen to be very serious. It was recommended that Strict measure or punishment should be talking to any one coughs dumping refuse in gutters or area not designated dump. And also Inhabitant of the area should be enlightened on the effect and negative implication of poor waste management system.
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