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ABSTRACT

Discourse analysis is one of the tools in political science inquiry within the broader framework of qualitative methodology. It is both a theory and a method of conducting research. As a theory, discourse analysis assumes that language shape the thoughts of human beings which help them construct their political and social realities. As a method, it relies mostly on small groups whose actions are discerned through a critical study via series of technical activities which includes transcription, coding and analysis of data. Therefore, discourse analysis assumes among others, that reality and identity are socially constructed through a system of meaning that is generated from discourses. As a technique, discourse analysis is useful in conducting qualitative research whose purpose is to study in real life situation, behavior of actors in the political arena and how these behaviors affect the political process. It is also useful in the study of recorded events as well as naturally occurring behavior of political actors. Despite its usefulness, discourse analysis has been called to question on the grounds of its limited scientific credentials. It expose researchers to bias;  it does not seem to have a clear pattern of conducting research; and it leaves open the challenge of discerning the boundaries between political activities and other social activities. Despite these lapses, discourse analysis remains an important tool of political science research offering a wide range of utility in collection of data, generating theory and analysis of data.  
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