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ABSTRACT

The colossal loss in terms of human lives and properties arising from the proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) in Nigeria has been spiralling is frightening. The failure of law enforcement agencies to tackle the illicit flow of SALW through the country’s borders remains a major concern for the citizenry. This paper argues that the enormous loss in human lives and properties resulting from illicit flow of SALW in Nigeria has reached a terrifyingly level and if not checked by an effective strategy that will secure her borders, the country will remain an environment that stimulates violence instead of dialogue and as such promote the ideology that ‘might is right’. The paper reveals that, while religious beliefs, ethnic identities, socio-economic deprivation and youth unemployment are no doubt important drivers of violence and insecurity in Nigeria, porous borders and arms proliferation are more critical propellants of insecurity in the country as they determine the intensity of all the other drivers of insecurity. This paper recommends a comprehensive cooperative strategy (CCS) to tackle headlong the problem of border porosity and the attendant insecurity fallout of SALW smuggling in Nigeria and her neighbouring countries.
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