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ABSTRACT

Heavy metal contamination of the environment has been and continues to be a worldwide phenomenon that attracted a great deal of attention from governmental and regulatory bodies anxious to prevent further environmental deterioration and to examine possible methods of remediation. The aim of this research paper is to assess the levels of heavy metals in borehole water of Ijebu –Ode, Nigeria. Ten (10) functional boreholes were sampled randomly with one (1) each from the ten (10) wards of the study area. A handheld Garmin72 GPS (Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver) was used to determine their geographic locations. The water samples were analyze for the presence of heavy metals such as Arsenic(As), lead(Pb),Chromium(Cr),Cadmium(Cd),Iron(Fe),Copper(Cu)andMercury(Hg).The concentrations of the metals were compared with drinking water standard prescribed by World Health Organization (WHO) and National Agency for Food, Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC). The  ranges of concentrations of heavy metals( mgl)  are; As(0.01 to 0.05) , Pb (0.00 to 0.12), Cr( 0.17 to 0.88). Cd (0.00), Fe (0.17-0.26). Cu (0.00) and Hg (0.0001-0.04). These values are below the tolerance levels of concentration set by different international organizations. Therefore heavy metal toxicity in the study is marginal.
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