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ABSTRACT

Children are considered excluded if they are deemed to be at risk of missing out on an environment that protects them from violence, abuse and exploitation, or if they are unable to access essential services and goods in a way that threatens their ability to participate fully in society in the future. Using qualitative methods and data, the research explored the views and experiences of children about poverty and social exclusion by explaining and discussing the forms of exclusion experienced by children as well as the policy implications of child exclusion in the study area. Manifest and latent content analysis was employed to analyze the data collected through Focus Group Discussions with two groups of children comprising children living with their parents and Almajirai. Themes surrounding social and spatial processes include inaccessibility to play grounds and public spaces, quality education, the labour market and challenges with ‘dress codes’ and the label ‘almajiri’. All children view poverty as not having what one need and key items that surfaced in the discussions are lack of money and lack of food. While the children living with their parents cited not having quality education as their counterparts in private schools and deprivation of adequate playing grounds as the forms of exclusion experienced, the almajirai emphasized stigmatization, deprivation of sleeping space and adequate food. The study concludes that children’s concerns can only be addressed by coordinated policy which brings about improvement in the quality of children’s present lives through educational development of all children and by involvement of children as active participants in decision-making in all areas of their lives so as to develop and implement policies that satisfy their needs.
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